Some effects of variations in response time latency on speech rate, interruptions, and fluency in children's speech.
The present study was designed to examine adult-child interactions during conversation with respect to the effects of adult paralinguistic speech variations on the speech production of children. Four 4-year-old children served as subjects. A single-subject A-B-A design with counterbalancing and replication was implemented. Each subject participated in three 15-min conversations with an experimenter. The independent variable was the interspeaker pause time--the response time latency (RTL). During the 15-min conversations, the experimenter used either a 1-s or a 3-s RTL when responding to the child. RTL was measured for each subject in each condition. Data analysis revealed that each child's RTL was significantly longer when the experimenter's RTL was 3 s than when it was 1 s, and all differences between all conditions reached significance for these subjects. Other dependent variables included speech rate, the frequency of disfluencies, and the frequency of interruptions produced by the subjects within each condition. All 4 subjects varied the frequency of disfluencies and interruptions. However, each child varied rate and disfluencies in a highly individualistic manner.